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Copyright for the reading selection used on the Fall 2008 MEAP assessments for 
Grade 3 is listed below.  Internet permission was not granted.  Printed copies of  
the copyrighted reading selection will be sent to schools and districts.  To receive 
additional paper copies of the reading selection, please send an e-mail request to 
meap@michigan.gov. 
 

 
 
“Bird’s Nest Safari”: Copyright © 2004 by Highlights for Children, Inc., Columbus, Ohio. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2008 by the Michigan Department of Education, State of Michigan. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 
Permission is granted to schools, parents, government agencies and non-profit organizations in Michigan to 
reproduce and distribute this document for non-commercial use in helping Michigan educators and other citizens in 
interpreting and using the MEAP assessment results. 
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DIRECTIONS: Choose the best answer for each question. You may look back at 
   the selection as often as needed. 
 
“Bird’s Nest Safari” 
Questions 1 - 8 
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DIRECTIONS: Choose the best answer for each question. You may look back 
   at the selection as often as needed. 
 
 
Questions 9 – 30 not released. Descriptors provided for stem and foils. 
 
 

 
9 

R.CM.02.02 
Identify main idea in informational text 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect main idea 
 C Incorrect main idea 

 

 

 
10 

R.CM.02.02 
Identify important detail in informational text 

 A Incorrect detail 
 B Incorrect detail 
 C Correct answer 

 

 

 
11 

R.CM.02.03 
Compare characters within informational text 

 A Incorrect comparison 
 B Incorrect comparison 
 C Correct answer 

 

 

 
12 

R.WS.02.11 
Use context to determine word meaning 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect meaning 
 C Incorrect meaning 
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13 

R.CM.02.02 
Identify important detail in informational text 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect detail 
 C Incorrect detail 

 

 

 
14 

R.IT.02.03 
Explain author’s use of headings 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect use 
 C Incorrect use 

 

 

 
15 

R.CM.02.02 
Identify important detail in informational text 

 A Incorrect detail 
 B Incorrect detail 
 C Correct answer 

 

 

 
16 

R.CM.02.02 
Identify important detail in informational text 

 A Incorrect detail 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect detail 

 

 

17 R.CM.02.02 
Identify relevant detail in narrative text 

 A Incorrect detail 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect detail 
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18 

R.WS.02.11 
Use context to determine word meaning 

 A Incorrect meaning 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect meaning 

 
 

 
19 

R.NT.02.03 
Identify character trait 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect trait 
 C Incorrect trait 

 
 

 
20 

R.NT.02.03 
Identify character’s action 

 A Incorrect action 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect action 

 
 

 
21 

R.NT.02.03 
Identify sentence/sentences that explain character’s feelings 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect sentences 
 C Incorrect sentences 

 
 

 
22 

R.NT.02.04 
Explain author’s use of descriptive language 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect explanation 
 C Incorrect explanation 
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23 

R.CM.02.02 
Identify important event  

 A Incorrect event 
 B Incorrect event 
 C Correct answer 

 

 

 
24 

R.CM.02.03 
Compare how characters are different within text 

 A Incorrect comparison 
 B Incorrect comparison 
 C Correct answer 
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DIRECTIONS: Questions 25 – 30 ask about both of the selections you read. 
   Choose the best answer for each question. You may look 
   back at the two selections as often as needed. 
 
 

 
25 

R.CM.02.03 
Compare how ideas are alike across texts 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect comparison 
 C Incorrect comparison 

 

 

 
26 

R.CM.02.03 
Compare how characters are different across texts 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect comparison 
 C Incorrect comparison 

 

 

 
27 

R.CM.02.03 
Compare how characters are alike across texts 

 A Incorrect comparison 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect comparison 

 

 

 
28 

R.CM.02.03 
Compare how texts are alike  

 A Incorrect likeness 
 B Incorrect likeness 
 C Correct answer 
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29 

R.CM.02.03 
Use prediction to compare characters across texts 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect prediction 
 C Incorrect prediction 

 

 

 
30 

R.CM.02.03 
Compare how characters are alike across texts 

 A Incorrect comparison 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect comparison 
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Questions 32 – 38 not released. Descriptors provided for stem and foils. 
 

 
32 

W.PR.02.01 
Identify author’s purpose 

 A Incorrect purpose 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect purpose 

 

 

 
33 

W.GR.02.01 
Edit punctuation: use of apostrophe in contractions 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect punctuation 
 C Incorrect verb tense 

 
 
 

 
34 

W.GR.02.01 
Edit verb tense 

 A Incorrect verb tense 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect verb tense 

 

 

 
35 

W.SP.02.01 
Edit spelling; frequently encountered word 

 A Target word misspelled; another word misspelled 
 B Correct answer 
 C Target word misspelled; another word misspelled 

 

 

 
36 

W.SP.02.01 
Edit spelling; frequently encountered word 

 A Correct answer 
 B Target word misspelled; another word misspelled 
 C Target word misspelled; another word misspelled 
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37 

W.PR.02.01 
Identify sentence showing author’s awareness of audience 

 A Incorrect sentence 
 B Incorrect sentence 
 C Correct answer 

 

 

 
38 

W.PR.02.01 
Revise; delete unnecessary information 

 A Necessary information 
 B Correct answer 
 C Necessary information 
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40 

 
 

 

41 
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DIRECTIONS: 
 
Answer the question on page 25. You may use Student Writing Sample #3 on the 
next page to help you answer the question. 
 
Use this checklist to help you with your answer. Your answer must be written on the 
lines on page 25. No extra paper may be used. 
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45 What could the writer do to improve this story? 
 
Look at Student Writing Sample #3 on page 24 for examples and 
details to help you answer the question. 
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Scoring Key: Part 2A:  Independent Reading Selection 
   

Item 
Number 

Correct 
Answer GLCE Description 

1 B R.CM.02.02 Retell main idea(s), relevant details of text 
2 A R.CM.02.02 Retell main idea(s), relevant details of text 
3 C R.IT.02.03 Explain how authors/illustrators use text features 
4 A R.CM.02.02 Retell main idea(s), relevant details of text 
5 B R.CM.02.02 Retell main idea(s), relevant details of text 
6 A R.IT.02.01 ID/describe a variety of informational genre 
7 C R.CM.02.02 Retell main idea(s), relevant details of text 
8 C R.IT.02.01 ID/describe a variety of informational genre 

 
Scoring Key: Part 2B:  Paired Reading Selections 

 
Item 

Number 
Correct 
Answer GLCE Description 

9 A R.CM.02.02 Retell main idea(s), relevant details of text 
10 C R.CM.02.02 Retell main idea(s), relevant details of text 
11 C R.CM.02.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
12 A R.WS.02.11 Determine meaning of words and phrases in context 
13 A R.CM.02.02 Retell main idea(s), relevant details of text 
14 A R.IT.02.03 Explain how authors/illustrators use text features 
15 C R.CM.02.02 Retell main idea(s), relevant details of text 
16 B R.CM.02.02 Retell main idea(s), relevant details of text 
17 B R.CM.02.02 Retell main idea(s), relevant details of text 
18 B R.WS.02.11 Determine meaning of words and phrases in context 
19 A R.NT.02.03 ID/describe characters/setting/problem/sequence 
20 B R.NT.02.03 ID/describe characters/setting/problem/sequence 
21 A R.NT.02.03 ID/describe characters/setting/problem/sequence 
22 A R.NT.02.04 ID/explain how authors/illust. use literary devices 
23 C R.CM.02.02 Retell main idea(s), relevant details of text 
24 C R.CM.02.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
25 A R.CM.02.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
26 A R.CM.02.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
27 B R.CM.02.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
28 C R.CM.02.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
29 A R.CM.02.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
30 B R.CM.02.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
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Scoring Key: Part 3: Writing From Knowledge and Experience 

Part 4B: Student Writing Samples 
 

Item 
Number 

Correct 
Answer GLCE Description 

31 E W.PR.02.01 Consider audience and purpose for writing 
32 B W.PR.02.01 Consider audience and purpose for writing 
33 A W.GR.02.01 ID/use correct grammar in complete sentences 
34 B W.GR.02.01 ID/use correct grammar in complete sentences 
35 B W.SP.02.01 Spell correctly freq./less freq. encountered words 
36 A W.SP.02.01 Spell correctly freq./less freq. encountered words 
37 C W.PR.02.01 Consider audience and purpose for writing 
38 B W.PR.02.01 Consider audience and purpose for writing 
39 C W.SP.02.01 Spell correctly freq./less freq. encountered words 
40 C W.SP.02.01 Spell correctly freq./less freq. encountered words 
41 B W.SP.02.01 Spell correctly freq./less freq. encountered words 
42 A W.PR.02.06 ID needed reorg./additions/deletions/transitions 
43 B W.GR.02.01 ID/use correct grammar in complete sentences 
44 A W.PS.02.01 ID/develop personal style in writing 
45 E W.PR.02.06 ID needed reorg./additions/deletions/transitions 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


